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What may you be doing?


How do you get there?


Where will it take you?


What are the benefits?


 A Plant Operator may perform the following tasks.





prepare machines for operation


cart sandstone to stockpile for use in sheds


grade and form roads


load trucks/semis with front end loader


use an excavator 


slash grass


spray herbicide


use front end loaders to clean out sheds





There are no specific educational requirements to become a plant operator. Training is usually given on the job.


Drivers license with articulated endorsement is essential.


Training for certificate of competency (front end loader, grader) will be a part of your on the job training.


You can also enter this occupation through a New Apprenticeship in Civil Construction (Plant). Entry requirements may vary, but employers generally require Year 10.





Within the company there is opportunity to promote to senior plant operator.


Major employers include earthmoving and civil construction contractors, private developers, mining and minerals processing companies, and government authorities.


Some plant operators may own and operate equipment on a contract hire basis, although the cost of equipment is high.





Plant operators drive backhoes, excavators, front-end loaders, graders, tractors and rollers to level, excavate, move and load earth, rock and other material.
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Uniform provided.  Lunch and morning tea provided.


Salaries are paid above award and are renegotiated annually to reflect increased skill levels.








